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Descartes’s Verses Merleau-Ponty’s Explanations of Existence
Descartes and Merleau-Ponty are famous philosophers who came up with two different explanation of the idea of existence. Descartes introduced the concept of Cartesian doubt or methodological skepticism as a technique to be used to finding the truth of what someone believes. He argued that the best way of finding what is right is through doubting all the ideas that we believe are the correct ones. From this, we can analyze all our perceptions and weigh what is the most important. Therefore, he applied this approach to prove whether he exists and came up with the “Cogito ergo sum” principle which implies “I think, therefore I am.” In his conclusion, he found out that he existed because he failed to prove that he does not exist (Williams 23). On the other hand, Merleau-Ponty introduced phenomenology to counter Descartes methodology. He rejected the idea of a Cartesian dualism of the body and mind in favor of his notion of intersubjectivity. In his view, the body is at the center of being the object and the subject at the same time. His proof of existence is that the body is a symbol that one exists and it also brings the idea of existence in actuality; implying it is both the object and the subject.


The story of Joe Bonham in Johnny Got His Gun is a novel that brings out the theme of existence. Joe Bonham is a World War I soldier who was injured by an artillery strike. As a result, he lost all his four limbs and the ability to hear, see or talk. The only way he could communicate was through Morse code. Trapped I his body, he tried to request that they display his on glass walls as an anti-war campaign. When his request was not granted, he pleaded with the army to kill him and was denied yet again. 
Descartes’s approach to existence is the most appropriate approach that will prove that Joe exists. In this methodology, there exists a Cartesian dualism of the body and the mind. Everybody exists as the body which is a vessel that harbors the mind. Proof for existence is an idea conceived by the mind and not the body. For this reason, Descartes stated that “I think, therefore, I exist” to prove that if the mind of an individual tells his consciousness that he exists, this is enough proof of existence unless the mind can prove otherwise (Williams 27). This approach provides the necessary tools that prove Joe exists. His memory takes him back to the days before the war took everything that he had. He thinks of his girlfriend and the good life that he used to live. Joe tries to show that his existence can be a good symbol to showcase the devastating losses of war. This act shows that he has a conviction that he exist buts he is restrained from speaking his mind. Also, Descartes model proves the idea that the body is the vessel that coexists with the mind; evident because the disabled body of Joe suppresses the mind from expressing itself.
[bookmark: _GoBack] 	Application of Merleau-Ponty’s philosophy in this context reveals the element of the body as a symbol of existence because his limbless body was there to be seen. But this concept fails to bring out the idea of existence in actuality given that he was unable to interact with the people around him. This concept only describes to as that Joe was only an object. From the novel, he intended to use his body as an object that symbolizes the negative side of the war. Joe’s existence could only be proved by the fact that it symbolized existence. The idea of being a subject is not brought out. For Joe to be a subject, he must bring out the idea of existence which he does not because he cannot interact with the world (Merleau-Ponty 35). In Merleau-Ponty’s approach to existence, it can only occur if it both an object and a subject aspect of existence exists at the same time. According to the intersubjectivity approach as explained by Merleau-Ponty, Joe is non-existing which is not true. Joe is alive; the fact that he cannot interact with the world should not rule him out of existence. Furthermore, Merleau-Ponty entertains the concept of the natural world. As such, the view of the world is offered to individuals like Joe as a social world and is not the original position. For instance, when humans look at tool as a tool and an artifact in a similar manner, the reason behind the view is not only that we are not the original inventors or makers of the tools but also the fact that the tool was referenced specifically to human beings. 
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